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and that may provide so wide a choice of subject
matter that the initiative and personality of the
teacher may be free to do all possible good. It will
therefore be a necessary provision that record should
be made of any omission or addition of material,
although these should be encouraged where felt to
meet the particular needs of individual schools and
so long as their employment does not violate
essential principles.

In the syllabus to be found at the end of this book
there has been made a serious endeavour to teach
the right matter at the right stage of development
and to proceed in entire sympathy with the child's
point of view, avoiding subjects that may give false
ideas of God, and generally embodying the principles
of graduated and increasing progress laid down in
these pages. After being first issued in September
1917, the scheme has been used with increasing
effectiveness in over three hundred schools under the
writer's supervision where it has earned the gratitude
of the teachers, who have wholeheartedly co-operated
in its general improvement. The present revised
edition contains the results of practical experience
of its use during more than two years, but it is by no
means regarded as final; for one great point in its
favour is that it is adaptable and capable of improve-
ment to meet both general needs and also those of
particular schools. A syllabus that has been unrevised
for thirty or even for four years stands self-condemned ;
for not only do education and the needs of the age
change as the years go on but there is nothing on this
earth so perfect that it is incapable of improve-
ment.